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REVIEWS
A HANDBOOK OF MID\VIFERY. By Sir Comnyus Berkeley, M.A., M.C.,
M.D., F.R.C.P., F.R.C.S. 1935. Ninth Edition. London. Pp. 634; figs. 76.
Price 8s. net.
This new edition is the result of a conscientious revisioni by the author with the aim of
simplifying and improving the method of presentation and bringing the material thoroughly
up to date. The nature and extent of the alterations can be gauged from the fact that the
whole of the book has had to be reset.
The ninth edition runs a little longer than the last, owing to the unavoidable expansion of
certain sections necessitated by recent tendencies in the teaching of the subject, but the book
remains of convenient size.
It is a pity that exigencies of space did not permit of a fuller account being given on infant
feeding. This is an aspect of obstetrical practice which is becoming of great importance; and
the young physician entering practice without a knowledge of this subject is handicapped to a
great degree.
As a small book to read before the trying days of the examination, this book should be of
great value to the student.
POCKET MONOGRAPHS ON PRACTICAL MEDICINE: INSOMNIA, by E.
Miller, M.A., D.P.M.; OPHTHALMOLOGY IN GENERAL PRACTICE, by 0. G. Morgani.
1935. London: John Bale, Sons & Danielsson, Ltd. Price 2s. 6d. each net.
This series of small but essentially practical monographs is of value to the busy practitioner
who finds little time for the study of the many advances which arc being made in medicine.
They are written by recognized specialists of the subjects discussed, and only personal experi-
ences in treatment and diagnosis are given.
It is unfortunate that the publishers did not see their way to increase the space allowed for
each subject, and some of the volumes suffer from over-condensation. The last two volumes
to be added to the series suffer in this way, and little attempt has been made to sift the older
and tried methods from the newer and less-known.
Of these two volumes, that on insomnia would appear to be the more useful. It contains in
small compass a vast amount of information on disturbances of sleep, from the point of view
of anxiety-states, psychoses, alcoholism, and drug addiction. The section on treatment should
be useful, particularly that devoted to the use of hypnotics; it contains a short but well-
balanced account of the widely discussed group of the barbiturates.
The volume on ophthalmology is too short to be of service to any but a junior student
who is about to begin the study of ophthalmology at a hospital clinic.
POCKET MEDICAL DICTIONARY. Lois Oakes and T. B. Davie. 1935. Edin-
burgh: E. & S. Livingstone. Pp. 366. Price 3s.
This extraordinarily useful little book, first published in 1933, has already passed into a second
edition. This is conclusive proof of its worth and popularity. It is specially written for the use
of students in the first few years in hospital, and it contains many items which should be of
value to them. The edition has been kept up to date by the inclusion of many new words,
while the subject matter of the appendices has been enlarged by the addition of sections
dealing with the testing of urine, the treatment of common poisons, the examination of faeces,
and blood examinations. Special attention has been given to the dosage of the various drugs
mentioned, these having been revised according to the latest edition of the British Pharma-
copceia. This little dictionary should be in the hands of every medical student commencing
his hospital work, and its use as a companion will save him from many a mistake.
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